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To rus Eptrors oF THR M. Misstonarny MaGazixe. 


GEnTLEMEN, 


If you think the following extra& from a letter, written by a@ youth, 
worthy of a place in your Magazine, you have liberty to publifb it. 





Dear [aienpd, 


ANY of our youthful companions, who were united te 
us by the moft endearing ties of friendfhip, have been 
feparated from us by the gloomy veil of death. We faw them 
laid in the dreary tomb, wept, departed, and among the living 
forgot the dead. But mult we die alfo? Yes; the fentence is 
paft, and cannot be reveried. We mutt feel the agonizing 
pangs. But a few more revolving days and nights, and the 
places, which now know us, will know us no “ more again for- 
ever.” Thefe bodies, which now engrofs fo much of our care, 
will foon become breathleis corpfes ; oureyes dim; our tongues 
filent in death! The cold clods of the valley mult conceal 
eur diffolving frames from the view of a thoughtleis world. 
pes time is wafting us {wiftly through our probationary 
ftaté, and our characters are forming for gternity. Can we let 
our fleeting moments pais unimproved, and treat the great 
things of another life with coldnefs and indifference? Be it ree 
membered, that “without holinefs no one fhall fee the 
Lord.” Religionis a vital, aétive principle in the heart. It 


_, «defpifes the gratifications of time and fenfe. It harmonizes 
9) the paffions, exalts the affections to Heaven, and engages the 


whole foul in thefervice of God. This is the religion, which 
we mutt embrace and inculcate. Without this, little will the 


dull forms of morality or the «moft extenfive knowledge of 
Ne. $. Vol. II. M m divinity 
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divinity avail. Let us remember, that the proper bufinefs of 
life is to prepare ourfelves and others for death. For this end 
reafon is given to man and all the faculties of his body and 


mind. For this, kind Heaven fends us daily fupply of food and 


raiment, and caufes the fun to give light. a 
On the brink of etérnity, with. all its folemnities before us, 
Jet us as rational beings attend ferioufly to felf-examination. 
Do we renounce the vanities of the world? Have we complied 
with the requirements of the gofpel? Are we prepared to die, 
and ready to ftand at the judgment feat of Chrift? If we cane 
not anfwer in the affirmative, our fituation is truly alarming. 
An unwillingnefs to make the inquiry increafes our danger; 
and a difpofition to poftpone indicates great depravity. If our 
fituation be fafe, a peculiar PRION Bo will refult from this ex- 
amination. It will afford us pure delight to find, that we have 
an interelt in the divine favour. When fortune frowns, when 
lovers and friends are removed far fiom us, and our aequaint- 


‘ance into darknefs; a confideration, that we foon fhall leave 


this vale.of tears for the realms of blifgs, where forrow and 
fighing will forever ceafe, will afford us firm fupport, and 
footh our drooping fpirits. But if fuch be our moral flate, 
that felf-examination would yield us no peace, it is indifpenfa- 
bly neceflary, that we fhould know our danger, while there is 
opportunity to efcape. ; 
Much of our time is already paft, and to the future we can 
lay no claim. Of this we may be affured, that a more conve- 
nient feafon to prepare for death will never come. Increafing 
years bring care and trouble ; and negligence grows into habit. 
Sicknefs weakens and diforders the mind, and renders it unfit 
for new employments. I lately faw a beautiful youth, who 


, Was younger than either of us, languifhing on a bed of fieknefs. 


She had been diftinguifhed by her agreeable difpofition and 
regular deportment. A few days ago fhe was in all the bloom 
of health ; the delight of her friends, and the-only fupport of 
an affectionate mother. Little did fhe think of an early death. 
But pale difeafe foon feized her mortal frame, and atopeineas 
at once all her fair expectations. She then found the : 
of every confolation, that flows from a life {pent in piety; 
fupport her under her diftreffing pains. She fea, ei ees 
Wcaforks of the world were forfaking her, and that her friends 
were feeking in vain to afford her relief. “ 1 expeé foon to 
die,’ faid fhe, with a faltering voice, “but 1 don’t want to 
deceive you, [ am not prepared! I have been a great finner ; 4 
I know my heart is not ch: anged ; what can I do? I try all 
that I can, but can’t repent; can’t fubmit to God. I fear it 
is now too late. I fear that God will never have mercy. O 


pray for me; pray that I may have repentance.” Her bodily 
. diftrefs 


Silenus and Trophimus. e 20% 


diftrefs was very great, but the diltrefs of her mind far greater. 
Her life had been inoffenfive and moral; jet fhe knew that 
fomething more was neceflary. She found that fhe had not 
sbeen created anew in Chrift Jefus, and that the glory of God 
had not been the chief object of her purfuit. She greatly la- 
“mented, that her fhort lite had not been devoied to the ieivice 
of God in preparing for death. But fhe could not recal her 


mifpent days, nor have another opportunity of witnefling to- 


the world, that fhe felt the importance of early piety. She 
expected foon to leave all her dear connexions, and to pats with 
torturing pains and fearful anxiety through the dark valley of 
death into the open ing light of eternity. 

Thefe were her gloomy profpects, Far be it from me to 
fay, fhe did not experience divine confolations in her lalt moe 
ments. Leaving our departed friend in the hands of a jut 
God, let us learn the important leffon, this melancholy inttance 
is calculated to teach.. Though dead, the yet fpeaks. Her 
language unto us is, remember, that you mult alfo die. Youth 
is no fecurity from death. Seek not for happineis from the 
world. Secure an intereft in the favour of your God, and 
{pend the morning of your lives in his fervice ; that you may 
have peace in him, when every worldly comfort fails; that 
you may view your patt life with pleature from a dying bed; 
that Jefus may ‘upport you in that trying hour, faying, “fear 
not ; decaufe f live you feall live alfo.” 

JUVENIS. 


November 20, 1804. 





For THE MassACHUSETTS Misstowarny MAGAZIRE 


SILENUS AND TROPHIMUS. 


HE queftion pending between Silenus and Trophimus re- 
quires but little time or paper. For we have only to 
compare a few things. 

In confequence of its being proved that the felf-examination 
of the impenitent, as juch, is not required, becaufe it is deftitute 
of holinefs, and alfo becaufe God grants no portion of time for 
exercifes which leave the agents in a ftate of condemnation, 
» Trophimus took the moft needlefs alarm. He has according- 
sie furnifhed a very laboured reply to prove that {elf-examina- 


tion is the immediate duty of impenitent finners, 
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292 * Silenus and Trophimus. 


If he had faid felf-examination is the immediate duty of int 
penitent finners, as fuch, he would have oppofed Silenus direGly, 
and fuperfeded much of his reply, and convinced himfelf. 

But if we remember that it is not the duty of minifte , 
urge the performance of any ations which are not nal 
connetted with {falvation, we fhall find no room for debate 
tween Trophimus and Silenus. For in ftating the cafe, Tro- 
phimus expreisly fays: “ The queition is not, whether finners 
may examine themfelves, continuing at enmity with Go@ but 
whether it is their duty to examine themfelves immediately.” 
Here I afk, What does the good man mean? For if it be not the 
immediate duty of the impenitent to examine, as fuch, 
whether they are penitent, is it not then their immediate duty 
to repent and do their firft work, that there may be foundation 
for acceptable examination ? | 

But to return ; if he grants that finners have no warrant to 
examine themfelves while they continue impenitent ; but pleads 
that it is yet their duty to examine themfelves immediately, we 
will not contend with Trophimus, provided he eftablifh the pof- 
fibility of the aétual co-exiftence of the immediate repentance of 
finners, and the immediately penitent examination of the fame 
perfons. For we only plead that no action is a duty which 
leaves the agent in an impenitent ftate. Granting it poflible 
for the impenitent to become immediately the fubjeét of a thou- 

fand co-exifting duties,the theory of Silenus refpecting the grace- 
lefs examination of finners fuffers no injury. We believe that 
true repentance precedes true examination in the fame breaft. 
For the object of acceptable felf-examination is to afcertain the 
exiftence of holinefs. But if Trophimus can prove in a fatisfac- 
tory manner that it is the firft and immediate duty of the im- 
penitent to examine in a penitent manner whether he is a peni- 
tent ; and that it is alfo the firft and immediate duty of the 
fame impenitent finner to be a penitent, to cite his own pointed 
elogy ; “ Jt mufl be confeffed he has confiderable ingenuity.” For 
all antecedent and confequent duties may on the fame principle 
he confidered and urged as immediate, co-exiftent duties. 

He who examines himfelf according to infpired direction is 
penitently and humbly engaged to afcertain whether he is not 
the child of grace, and if the fubje& of darknefs he will foon be 
favoured with the light of God’s countenance. But he, who 
for the fake of perfonal fafety only, examines himfelf, muft foor 
be fubjeéted to difappointment and remorfe. 

What then can a minifter do more pertinently before a pros 
mifcuous aflembly of faints and finners, than decidedly to con- 
traft their characters by feriptural, infallible tokens, and call on 
Chriftians in the name of Chrift to examine and make their 


claims ? For furely they cannot call on finners to — 7. 
uch, 
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ich, whether they are Chriftians; becaufe nothing can be 
‘more dangerous than to entruft gracelefs perfons with the foul- 
interefting bufineds of felf-examination. By a juft and corre& 


in the ve of the charadters of finners, the work will generally, 










view of conicience, be taken out of their hands, and they 
: obliged to realize that painful conviction, which accord. 
ing to the courfe of providence is a token for good. What faith- 
ful minifter does not defire to be able to treat finners in fuch a 
mannery that they muft fee all impenitent felf-examination fu- 


perfeded ? 
SILENUS. 








? “ 


CHEsTERVILLE, Dec. 5, 1804. 
Dear Sir, 


On my return from Paffamaquaddy, I received a line from 
w—, Lig. and his wife, of Daviflon. Feeling encouraged myfelf 
with the contents, I did not know but you might think it would encouw 
wage others aifo if it was inferted in the Magazine. 





a 


To one of our Missionaries from —-—, Esq. of -——, District of Maine, 
Oct. 27, 1804. 
Dear Sir, 


™ OD in his holy word has faid, when two are joined togeth- 


er as Man and Wife, they fhall be no more twain but one , 


fiefh. You, Sir, gave my dear partner an invitation to write 
you, and engaged to write her again. Uponthe principle of 
this divine ftatute, I fhall claim that invitation and promife, or 
at leaft one half. When I faw you, dear Sir, at C— lait fpring, 
[ had this opinion, that you were a faithful ambaflador of 
Chrift, but a rigid one in principle ; though what you faid to me 
did not much offend, as I did not doubt but you aimed at the 
good of my finful foul. Though the dith was not very éa/)y, 
yet the food lafied long. I had no idea at that time that ft 
would ever relifh in my breaft, I can now give glory to God 
that itis otherways with me. You, dear Sir, as an inflrument 


Min God’s hand, faftened the nail in a fure piace. I think I feel, 


if ever I am brought into God’s kingdom, it will be in no other 
way, but by divine, free, fovereign grace, in and through the 
reat atoning Saviour, Jefus Chrift. I think 1 am willing thas 
+ Gad 
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God fhotld do with me, as fhall be moft for his honour and, 
glory—to refign all into his hands—give up all my own righ. 
teoufnefs, which I have been making. many years, entirely for 
the righteoufneis of Chrift. . I hope my-will i is {wallowed u in 
the divine will. At fome times, 1 fear | am not right t 
my heart deceives me, and that I am ftill in the gall of bitter- 
nefs and bond of iniquity. At other times I can go to God 
and ‘fay, ** Father, not my will be done, but thine.” At times 
my comfort has been great. I have been greatly affiited in. 
my duty in my family, and could truly fay, that one day {pent 
in the fervice of God, is better than a thoufand in the pleafures 
of fin. Some do¢trinal points in religion I cannot fee with 
the fame eyes that do others ; but thanks be to God, [ feel no 
difpofition to contend with God or man. But ‘rather tom * 
pray to God that I migle know the Scriptures as they are ree 
vealed. What | cannot underftand, I will pafs over in humble 
filence, believing that God will enlighten me in the knowledge * 
of his Son, our great Redeemer, as will be molt for his honour 
and glory. I hope I know him in whom I have believed, 


and that | fhall let my light fo thine before others, that they mayie® 


fee my good works, and glorify their Father which is in hea- 
ven. When | heard of your intended vifit to this place, I had 
propoied to go to C—at that time. At firit thought, I felt 


ypreated that | had an excufe to get away from a’ clofe exam- 


mation. But as | dwelt upon the important errand for which 
you were fent, I felt.as though I wanted to hear you preach, 
I concluded to tarry at home, little thinking ai that time, how 


wonderful the effect would be! Perhaps if [ thould give you a 
aer fketch of the wonderful workings of God’s Spirit with 


me, it would not be difagreeable. Abgput fifteen years fince, I 
had great and ftrong convictions on my mind, that 1 was a 
loft creature—that [ had finned away the day of grace. It 
feemed as if God afked me what more he could have done to 
his vineyard, that he had not done ? Wherefore when he looked 
that it fhould bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? 
I viewed myfelf trodden down and laid wafte. | Brars and 
thorns had filled my heart—God had withdrawn his holy and 
blefled Spirit from me, as I thought—He commanded the 
clouds to rain no more upon me. In that diltrefs I r remained 
for fome little time, and then took comfort from God’s prom- 
ife in the xliid chap. of Ifaiah 3d verfe. A bruifed reed hall he 
pot break, and the fmoking flax fhall he not quench. I 
thought he would kindle it into a flame. Before thefe come 
vidtions, I had ever entertained an opinion that I had lived ” 
well, and fhould be rewarded for it. But now | faw myfelfa 
finner juftly condemned by God: therefore 1 went about to 


work out a righteoufnefs of my own to atone for my fins. 
Sometimes 





Extra from a Letter. 295 


Sometimes I lived fo regular and well, that 1 redeemed time. 
Then again 1 went a little in the rear. I thought it was my 
duty to pray in my family, which I did, but it was mocking 
God with a folemn jound upon a thoughtlefs tongue. For 
years aiter 1 had thoie fharp convictions, 1 prayed in 
fecret; at times, | tho: ught with ardent defires. For a num- 
ber of years pait religion has been at its loweft ebb with me. I 
have neglected iecret prayer, and lived in a flavilh fear of God. 
Your GO@mveriation laii ipring had fome effeét on my mind. 
When you was here the other Gay, you made fome excule for 
being io abrupt with me at that time. I told you I took no 
offence ; but 1 did think then, that you were not quite enough 
Ph the gentleman. but being pertuaded of your good inten- 
ns, | felt willing to pais it over, but thought I did not want 
to faJl into your hands again. 1 felt pleafed to fee you here, 


| Pand felt willing to be initructed in the way of my duty. For 


uy 


months pait | have felt an unufual concern for myfelf. Often 
thought oe my oldeit brother’s death; that 1 was as old as he 
was when he died, or fhould be foon; that I was unprepared 


efor the great and folemn change ; rode a journey in the fum- 


mer, was unwell and low in ipirits ; had fome {mall convictions , 
fo remained till I heard you preach upon the refurreétion of 
the dry bones. ‘The {park that had been {moking in the flax 
for about fitteen years, I tru(t was that day kindled into 2 
flame! The Wedneiday following the Sabbath you were here, 
I had occafion to ride almott the whole day in the woods 


alone. Although the path was rough, yet it was the happiett 


day 1 had ever icen. You, dear Sir, will rejoice over one fins 
ner that repenteth, for there is joy in heaven! None but na 
who have tafted that the Lord is gracious, can judge of t 

domeitic happinefs I have had in company with my dear part- 
ner. I hope our joint prayers now go up as fweet incenfe. 
You will pray for me, that my goodnefs, or rather, /enfe of my 
unworthinc/s, may not be as the morning cloud, or early dew. 
Before I clofe 1 cannot but expreis my gratitude that God has 
put it into the hearts of io many to feel a willingnhels to contri- 
bute to the fupport of Miflionaries, and that thofe are to be 
found who are faithful in the important work. You, dear Sir, 
have my hearty thanks tor your faithful labours im this place, 
and if particular with your obedient dervant, : 





From ihe Wife. gi 





Dear Sir, 
- JAM at a lofs for terms by which to exprefs my 
gratitude for the indulgence you allowed me in writing you, 


and your promife to write me againg and more particularly 
for 
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for the plainnefs with which you dealt with my dear hufand at 
C— and here. But I would not forget the thanks I owe te 
the Supreme Difpofer of all events, that you were thereby dif- 
pofed to come this way; and with a full determination to tar- 
ry with us, notwithitanding folicitations from others to tarry 
with them. And for why was it thus? Was it not with ar- 
dent prayers that my hufband might deal kindly and truly 
with your Maffer, that you might turn to the right hand or'to 
the left ? Your prayers, dear Sir, re{pecting him I truitare an- 
fwered. May God have all the glory! It is by the purchafe 
of the richeft blood, the dreadful debt is cancelled. How re- 
newed are my obligations to be the Lord’s, on account of Mif- 
fionary aid ! When the Rev. Mr. McLean was here in the 
fummer, my mind was almoft fhrouded in darknefs; but he as 
an inftrument in the divine hand, was the means of difperfing 
the clouds in a good meafure; fo that 1 had much comfort in 
having my child baptized. And now, dear Sir, you, aflilted by — 
the fame good Spirit, have been the means of having the nears 
eft friend I have on earth baptized into newneis of life! The 
difcord when you were here was painful ; but happy to relate, 
not one jarring difcord now. “When he reads, or fings, he ac- 
quiefces, and fays he believes it. I feel it, (fays he) I never 
read before. He fays, never any found was fo melodious as 
iree, fovereign grace! I fuppofe you think, if this be true, my 


"mind is in raptures, the grace appears fo great' At times [ 


think my foul doth magnify the Lord, and rejoice in God my 
Saviour. And at other times, when I am fo loath to take up 
‘the crofs, I thinkall is notright. If fo, why am I thus? My 


* @nly refource in this cafe is, that God knows my heart better 
than I do; and will, if rightly applied to, rectify the diforders 


of my mind. The Doétor’s wife, who was quarrelling with the 
fovereignty of God, faid you ftruck her at the heart. I hope 
ber will is bowed to be willing that God fhould reign. Many 
others exprefs great fatisfaction. Some of the careleis are more 
thoughtful. Our Society Meeting the next Sabbath after yor 
left us, was folemn. Dear Sir, it is impoflible for the Miffiona- 
ry Society to know what a debt of gratitude we owe them g 
unlefs they were to be caft into our deititute fituation. I hope 
we fhall fee you here again. Pray for me, and accept the 
gratitude ef omnatiminny: 
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Exiral: from the Diary of Mr. MOSES ABBOT, by the 
Rev. WILLIAM COOPER, of Bofton, and from the Fus 
~ neral Sermon. 


etic No. I. 


be HILE attending to the lovely conformity of Chrif- 


Vv tians to their Saviour, Mr. Cooper adds, ’(p. 19.) 
“Tn ‘this prepared ftate, we have good meio think, 
: was found that gracious youth, Mr. Moses Assor, whofe 





eafe, in the twenty-third year of his age, has oc- 


_ ‘€afioned this difcourfe-—I confefs I have ao great fondnefs 
for funeral charaGers; yet where the grace of God has re- 
markably appeared in any, the mention of fuch things in them 
..as were lovely and of good report, imitable and praifewor- 
“thy, makes for the honour of God, and the advantage of the 
living. To do this on a proper occafion needs to excufe or a 
pology; the fcriptures warrant it, a great part of which is taken 
Up im relating the holy lives and deaths of the faints ; and the 
. thing carries its own juftification with it. It was the earneft 
defire of the deceafed to me, to recommend Cursst to Young 
People, to invite them into his ways, and to perfuade them to 


gate themfelves to him betimes. He liked his Matter fo 


well, that-he could not but commend him and his fervice to} 
Others. ‘This fhewed botlr his love to Chirft, and to the fouls 
of his brethren. So when Philip had found Chrift, he was” 


very defirous to bring Nathaniel into a happy acquaintance 


with him too. He faith unto him, Come and fee. John i. 46. 


And I know not how T can do this better’ than by giving a 
brief account of his‘own example and experiences, the manner 
of his living and dying, which I hope will carry a fecret and 







e honour and happinefs, we mult needs think, of being an 
tly convert. The Spirit of God moved him betimes, and 
als ¢ made him an improved ‘Chriftian before he was a 
‘grown man. .When he was about fourteen years ofvage, he bes 
gam to keep a written record of his frames and carriages to- 
wards God, to the end (as he writes) that be might becomemore fu 
cquainted with his fpiritual condition, and how this gi 
ad and him. And it evidently thews that he hada 
, and a high relifl® of: 













laintance with divine things, and a elifl of the 
that he was much in prayer, meditation, and {felf-examnation ; 
No. 8. Vol. IT. . Nae and 
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sowerful efficacy to make impreflions on othefs. --- He had! 
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for the plainnefs with which you dealt with my dear hufand at 
C— and here. But I wouid not forget the thanks I owe te 
the Supreme Difpofer of all events, that you were thereby dif- 
pofed to come this way; and with a full determination to tar- 
ry with us, notwithitanding {folicitations from others to tarry 
with them. And for why was it thus? Was it not with ar- 
dent prayers that my hufband might deal kindly and truly 
with your Maffer, that you might turn to the right hand orto 
the left ? Your prayers, dear Sir, re{pecting him [ truitiare an- 
fwered. May God have all the glory! It is by the purchafe 
of the richeft blood, the dreadful debt is cancelled. How re- 
newed are my obligations to be the Lord’s, on account of Mif- 
fionary aid! When the Rev. Mr. McLean was here in the 
fummer, my mind was almoft fhrouded in darknefs ; but he as 
an inftrument in the divine hand, was the means of difperfing 
the clouds in a good meafure; fo that I had much comfort in 
having my child baptized. And now, dear Sir, you, aflilted by 
the fame good Spirit, have been the means of having the near- 
eft friend I have on earth baptized into newnefs of life! The 
difcord when you were here was painful ; but happy to relate, 
not one jarring difcord now. “When he reads, or tings, he ac- 
quiefces, and iays he believes it. I feel it, (fays he) I never 
read before. He fays, never any found was fo melodious as 
iree, fovereign grace! I fuppofe you think, if this be true, my 


“mind is in raptures, the grace appears fo great' At times I 


think my foul doth magnify the Lord, and rejoice in God my 
Saviour. And at other times, when I am {fo loath to take up 
the crofs, I thinkall is not right. If fo, why am I thus? My 


* only refource in this cafe is, that God knows my heart better 
than I[ do; and will, if rightly applied to, rectify the diforders 
of my mind. The Doétor’s wife, who was quarrelling with the 


fovereignty of God, faid you ftruck her at the heart. I hope 
ber will is bowed to be willing that God fhould reign. Many 
others exprefs great fatisfaction. Some of the careleis are more 
thoughtful. Our Society Meeting the next Sabbath after you 
left us, was folemn. Dear Sir, it is impoflible for the Miffiona- 
ry Society to know what a debt of gratitude we owe them g 
unlefs they were to be cait into our deititute fituation. I hope 
we fhall fee you here again. Pray for me, and accept the 
gratitude ef Lnttistenye 
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HILE attending to the lovely conformity of Chrif- 

tians to their Saviour, Mr. Coorer aie, (p. 19.) 
Tr’ this prepared ftate, we have good re to think, 
“was found that gracious youth, Mr Moses Asszor, whofe 
» deceafe, in the twenty-third year of his age, has oc- 
_ €afioned this difcourfe.—I confefs*I have ao t fondnefs 
_ for funeral charaéters; yet where the grace ach bed has re- 
markably appeared in any, the mention of fuch things in them 
as were lovely and of good report, imitable and praifewor- 
‘thy, makes for the honour of God, and the advantage of the 
living. To do this on a proper occafion needs to excufe or a¢ 
pology ; the fcriptures warrant it, a great part of which is taken 
+ Fag relating ihe holy lives and deaths of the faints ; and the 

i 


ng Carries its own juftification with it. It was the earnett 


: defire of the deceafed to me, to recommend Curist to Young 
People, to invite them into his ways, and to perfuade them to 
devote themifelves to him betimes. He liked his Matter fo 


well, that he could not but commend him and his fervice to: 
others. This fhewed botlr his love to Chirft, and to the fouls” 
of his brethren. So when Philip had found Chrift, he was 


very defirous to bring Nathaniel into a happy acquaintance 

with him too. He faith unto him, Come and fee. John i. 46. 
And I know not how T can do this better’ than by giving a 
od account of his*own example and experiences, the manner 
Ce) of his living and dying, which I hope will ir. fecret and 


erful efficacy to make impreffions on othefs. --- He had 
im honour and happinefs, we muit needs think, of being an 
rly ‘ convert. The Spirit of "God moved him betimes, and 
€ “made him an improved Chriftian before he was a 
grown man. When he was about fourteen years of ages he bes 
gan to keep a written record of his frames and carriages to- 
wards God, to the end (as he writes) that he might bécomemore fu 
pg with bis Spiritual condition, and how things fae 

God and him. And it evidently thews that he had afo 

aintance with divine things, and a ed 
ie he was much in prayer, meditation, 

No. &. Vol. Tf. Nw 
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and maintained a ftrit watch over his heart, words, and>-ae-, 
tions. An evil thought, the omiffion of any duty, or a paf- 
fionate hafty expreffion, is not fuffered to pafs away without a 
forrowful remark. He fets down his frames and employment; 
often on Week-days, very conftantly on Sabbath and Sacrament 
days, on Fajt-days, on New-year’s days, and on the return of his 
Birth-day. ‘This method he ufed till within a week or two of 
his death. If I had taken up this hour in reciting to you paf- 
fages out of his Diary, I doubt not but you would) have 
thought it an edifying Sermon; and indeed feveral hours 
might be fo taken up. I fhall fele&t but one or two paflages 
out of “a like them, and give them to you exaétly in his 





ewn wordss 

December 21, 1733. He writes thus, “ When I look back 
on my temper and conduétt for this two months paft, I find 
abundant reafon to give glory unto God, and to take fhame 
unto myfelf. 

“The things that I would be a/hamed of, and humbled for, 
are my vain thoughts, pride, felf-love, vain glory, paflion, 
peevifhnefs, and impatience under afflictions ; unthankfulnefs ; 
my backwardnefs to, dullnefs and wanderings in holy duties ; 
the unftablenefs of my foul when I fet myfelf to meditate on 
fpiritual things, that then my thoughts are diverted by every 
trifle, fo that [ can rarely fay, O God, my heart is fixed. My 
inordinate love to and delight in creatures, and earthly enjoy- 
ments ; my mifpence of time, idle and unprofitable words; 
my impenitency, unbelief, hardnefs of heart, want of love to 


_ God, delight in his ways, &c. Thefe things are, I truft, the 


ateft grief and burden to me of any thing in the world; 


ce m d I know of nothing I fo earneftly defire as a freedom from 


I am oppreffed, undertake for me! O Lord, I Fp thee, 


my foul. 1 come to the fountain opened for fin and for 


uncleanne/s, for pardon and for cleanfing. O wa/b me, and I fhall 


be whiter than {now ! 

“And now let my foul magnify the Lord, and my /pirit re- 
joice in God my Saviour, for what the blefled Spirit has wrought 
in me, and done for me. Haft not thou, O Holy Spirit of 
God, made this breach bteween fin and my foul; fo that 
though fin ftill remains in me, yet it is not indulged, but ia 
fome degree prayed, watched, flriven againft ? Haft thou not 

implanted in my foul a fincere, earneft defire after holi- 
? Haat thou not enabled me at fome times to mourn for 











in, h caule it _is an offence to God, and the blackeft ingrati- 
ude t > m “bountiful Benefactor ? Haft thou not difcovered 


to me my wretched and undone condition by nature, and the 
need I have of a Saviour, that Iam altogether unable to help 
my foul; that a glorious Ca RIST is both able and willing to 

seal | ielp 
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help me? Yea, haft thou not made me willing to be faved by 
Chrift on gofpel terms (which are moft juft and reafonable) to 
accept of him in all his offices, ‘with all his benefits; to be as 
willing to be ruled by his law, as to be faved by his merits ; 
to be conformed to his holy image and bleffed example? 

“Haft thou not wrought in my foul a fincere love to the 
facred Three? fo that I choofe the great Jehovah, Fatuer, 
Son; and Spirit, to be my God and portion forever; and 
would rejoice in thee as fuch, and would caft all my care 
upon thee, and would live to the honour and glory of God 
in. the world. Am I not afraid of offending God, and do I 
not reverence and adore thee in my foul? Lord, gis it not thy 
grace that has made me fo defirous to have my heart fuit- 
ed to the difpenfations of thy holy providence, and to have 
communion with thee in them all? 

* Lord! how fweet are thine ordinances, when accompani- 
ed with the influences of thy bleffed Spirit! What light, life, 
yey, comfort do they afford my foul! Blefled be God, that 
Sabbaths have been fo agreeable, and facraments fo fweet 
to me. Lord, haft thou not manifefted thyfelf to me, fo as 
not to the world ?---Bleffed be God for Jefiis Chrift, and for the 
{weet influences of his Holy Spirit, whereby he applies to the 
fouls of believers all the benefits which Chrift has purchafed ; 
and efpecially for the application of them that I hope he has 
made to my foul. O that the evidences of my good eftate 
may be more and more cleared up unto me, that I might 
lead a life of praife to, and joy in God, and in fo doing begin 
the work of heaven upon earth. Amen and Amen.” 

And on the 29th of the fame month, being Saturday Evens 
“ing, he writes thus: “ I have enjoyed the {weet influences of 


the Spirit in the exercifes of this evening. The word of God 
read, came with warmth, life and power to my foul. I was 


in an uncommon manner affifted and enlarged in family pray- 
er, and enjoyed refrefhing communion with God therein. 
My communien rofe higher in fecret prayer, wherein 1 had 
a moft realizing view of the prefence of my moft gracious 
God ; that my dear Saviour was looking down in mercy up- 
on me; that the Holy Spirit was enditing my poor prayers 
and praifes; and that the good angels were rejoicing over 
me. My foul was in an extraordinary manner enlivened and 
elevated. I was enabled, in the exercife of a lively faith, to 
commit my precious foul into the hands of my» great Saviour, 
to be by him kept from fin, quickened to duty, to be guided 
by counfel, till he brings me to glory; g@nd my body to be 
kept from ufing any of its members as inftruments of fin, and 
to be employed for God}; to have it fleep.in Jefus, and re- 
main united to him till the refurrection, and then to awake 

complete 
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complete in his likenefs. I committed all my concerns inte 
his glorious hands, to be ordered by him as he pleafes, defir- 
ing humbly to acquieice in all his difpenfations. And having 
done thus, I did in a lower degree triumph with the apoftle, 
I know whom I have believed, and am fully perfuaded that be can 
and will keep that which I have committed to him againft that day. 
O {weet evening, more to be defired than a thoufand ; could 
it always be thus with me, I fhould enjoy a mere heaven upon 
earth ; but this I cannot expect, for even now while I am 
writing, I feel fome alteration. Neverthelefs, blefled be God 
for any fuch reviving hours, that give a little glimpfe of the 
glory of heavenly world. Lord, favour poor unworthy 
me with more and more of them, and I will give thy grace. 
all the glory. And O bring me to fee greater things than 
thefe, to {pend an eternity in perfe& and uninterrupted com- 
munion with thee in thy kingdom, to be with my dear Sa- 
viour, where he is, to behold his glory. Amen and Amen.” 

The laft Sabbath he -was able to attend the public worfhip 
was on the 17th of March; then he writes thus: ‘* This Sab- 
bath alfo was one of my belt days. I think I can truly fay, no 
days, however fpent, are fo fweet and agreeable to me as the 
Lord’s days. O how agreeable then will an eternal Sabbath 
of re{t in heaven be !” 

On our laft Sacrament day, April 7th, which was the 
firft on which he was confined, he writes thus, “ Detained 
ftill from the public worfhip, but not deprived altogether of 
the God of ordinances. I defired to be humbled for mifim- 
provement of paft Sabbaths and means, and yet would blefs 
God for the many {weet hours I have enjoyed at his houfe 
and table.---But, O my foul, truft not to any of thy perform- 
ances, but away to thy Saviour !” 

In thefe paflages you fee fome of the fecret breathings, and 
vital aéts of that life of God which was implanted and grow- 
ing in his young foul: And his end was agreeable to fuch a 
lite of devotion to God and communion with him. 

He had been for many months under the languifhments of a 
confumption, but was not confined to his chamber till about a 
fortnight before his death ; when, having walked about in the 
day time, and performed family duties in the evening, he had 
a little after his going into his bed a very fudden ill turn, 
which put nature into a mighty ftruggle, and made him 
think himfelf a going, as they about him thought him 
to be. In the beginning of the paroxifm, he feemed to be 
much in the dark, and to have no fmall confii@ in his foul. He 
thought himielf dymg without the light of God’s contenance 
fhining upon him ; and when thofe about him went to fpeak 
comfortable words to him, he could not receive them ; / mu/f,, 

fays 
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fuys he, fee my own way clear. At this time I was fent for to 
him, but before I cafme the darknefs was all fcattered, anda 
marvellous light had broken in upon him. I found him in a 
tranfport and ecftafy of joy, in which it feemed as if his foul 
would have at once broke loofe from his body. ‘OO,’ faid he, 
‘now I fee my Saviour ; he ftands ready to receive me. I am 
going to my dear Jefus, to fee him as he is! O it is what I have 
defired and prayed for, to die thus. I begged it of God this 
morning on my knees. — O free grace, free grace! that {weet 
word, Free Grace! Let God be exalted, and man depreiled. 
O that God fhould fet his everiafling love upon me! O that 
heaven gates fhould be fet open to fuch a one as 1 am! Lord,” 
faid he, “thou knoweft I never defired a long life in this 
world, only that the days I lofe on earth may be gained in heav- 
en.” 
loud, becaufe of {pending himfelf, “ You muft not interrupt 
me,” faid he, “ I muft glorify my Saviour with my laft breath. 
He has done infinitely more for me, than I can do for him. 
I am in heaven already. And, O ye ftanders by, did you feel 
what I feel, and fee what I fee ; how would ye long to be gone ! 
How would ye long to be gone !-----You mortal flefh cannot ex- 
prefs nor conceive; no, nor you hofts above cannot expreis 
nor conceive neither, the glories of your Maker !”’----And now 
we heard the voice, which before was faint and low, fhouting, 
and making the room ring with, “ Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hal- 
lelujah ! for the Lord God omnipotent retgneth.”’ 

At fuch a rate as this, we that ftood round his bed heard him 
triumph for an hour and an half together. Though he was 
not now dying, as he thought himfelf to be, yet he changed for 
death ; and after this grew lower and lower, the frame of his 
mind continuing much the fame to his end. Two days after 
this, when in a faint turn he feemed to be juft expiring, his good 
mother afked him if he was ftill willing to die. His anfwer to 
her was, “ Are you willing to put off your old clothes?’ And 
when he was afked, a few minutes before he died, how he did 
now ; his anfwer was, “I feel the glories of the upper world, 
and defire to depart, and to be with Chrift, which is by far the 
beit of all.” And with thefe words he gave up the ghoft. 

Thus was our young Moses in the mount, even while he 
walked through the dark valley ; and his face fhone while it 
was covered with the fhadow of death. 

Thus God deals by fome of his people, when they are go- 
ingsto the heavenly Canaan, as he did by his fervant Mofes at 
the border of the earthly. He fets them as it were on the top 
of Pifgah, and bids them look, and behold the land which he 
would give them; but with this happy difference, that where- 
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When he was defired to ceafe {peaking fo much and fo 
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as he only beheld it with his eyes, they are to go over and 
poffefs it. 

So an Abel, or a Mofes, being dead, yet peak, in theit lovely 
example, in the dying teltimony they gave for God and his 
ways, and in what others fay of them for the benefit of the 
living. : 

Here is another inftance of one, through grace, “ willing 
rather to be abfent from the body, and to be prefent with the 
Lord.” He was prepared and helped to be thus willing, we 
may well fuppofe, by the courfe of Sermons he lately heard 
from thofe words, in this place, by our Elder Paftor.* I re- 
member hefpoke of them to me with pleafure the firft time I 
vifited him in his languifhment, being forry that he was detain- 
ed from hearing the laft of them. 

Blefled be God, that he is pleafed to give us any fuch inftan- 
ces of his grace, in this degenerate age! They teach us the 
reality, the power, and excellency of that religion, the religion of 
Jesus, which is now fo much defpifed and negleéed. How 
divine is that religion, which fo carries above the fears of death, 
and caufes to triumph over it! That gives fuch living comforts 
in dying moments! O what a difference is there between the 
death of a Chrifian, and of an Infidel ! 

Let this ferve for the convidtion and _filencing thofe that hate the 
power of godlinefs, that {peak of the experiences of Chriftians, 
their communion with God and joy in him, as a mere fancy. 
Thefe /peak evil of the things which they know not ; but they that 
have the witne/s within themfelves know how to pity them for 
their ignorance, folly, and unbelief. 

How fhould fuch an example as this /hame many of us whe 
are elder, for our low attainments and imall experiences, and 
make us aim higher in religion than we commonly do! So our 
Saviour, to reprove and fhame his own difciples, once took a 
child, and fet him in the midft of them, Mar. ix. 26. 

And how fhould this recommend religion to young People! You 
fee there is peace and pleafantnefs in the way of it, and joy in 
the end of it. Are you not convinced now of the great difference 
between the death of the holy and the profane, the righ- 
teous and the finner? Surely this wifh has been raifed in you, 
by what you have heard, Let me die the death of the righteous, and 
my laft end be like bis ! But then you muft live their life, if you 
would die their death. 

And now, O that God, the God of the /pirits of all flefo, the 


od 


* The Rev. Dr. Colman; preached on occasion of the deaths of some 
gracious handmaids of the Lord, belonging to this communion, whe 
were enabled to die inthis happy frame ; viz. Mrs. Lydia Mather, Mrs. 
Mary Mico, and Mrs. Elizabeth Foster; whofe names I thus record 
with pleasure. . 
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God of all grace, would blefs the example that has now been fet 
before you, for the forming more fuch among our Youth to 
the praife of the glory of his grace! 

I thall conclude with one word of admonition, to the great 
affembly of young People here prefent ; You muft account for 
it another day, what ufe you make of fuch examples; and if 
you don’t improve them now for your imitation, God will im- 
prove them then for your condemnation. ‘The goodnefs of 
tome will aggravate the badneis of others, who had equal helps 
and advantages for their fouls, but did not improve them. 

(To be continued. ) 








: ON CASTING LOTS. 
W HATEVER opinion or prattice has been handed dowa 


from one nation to another, or from one generation to 
another, poffeffes the fandion of antiquity, which creates ven- 
eration and reipect. It is extremely difficult to convince men 
ef any errors, which they have derived from thofe whom they 
highly efteemed, and implicitly believed. They feel a ftrong 
reluctance to hearing any thing faid againft a practice or an 
opinion, in which their fathers, and their fathers’ fathers have 
lived and died. It is probably owing to this, more than to any 
other caufe, that the practice of cafting lots has not, long before 
now, been univerfally condemned and difcarded by Chriftians. 
But fince men in all ages have been liable to err, we ought te 
govern every inftance of our conduct by a more infallible rule, 
than that-of long and immemorial tradition. Let us, there- 
fore, examine this fubje& with candour and impartiality, in the 
light of divine truth. 

The firft thing to be confidered is the nature and defign of 
eafting lots. This implies more than is generally fuppofed. 
For, in the firft place, the primary defign of cafting lots is, to 
take a cafe out of the hand of man, and refer it wholly to the 
divine difpofal. ** The lot is calt into the lap ; but the whole dif- 
pofing thereof is of the Lord.” Though there are many modes 
of drawing lots, yet every mode is defigned to elude all human 
fkill and fagacity in drawing. A lottery is never fuppofed to 
be fairly conducted, unlefs it take the cafe to be decided entire- 
ly out of the hand of man, and put it entirely into the hand of 
God. If the managers fhould fail to do this, their condu@& 
would be univerfally difapproved and condemned. It is the 
very nature and defign of cafting lots in all cafes, to refer a 
matter folely to the divine decifion. Nor is this all that is im- 
plied in a lottery. 


For- 
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For, in the fecond place, it carries in it a folemn appeal to 
God as a righteous and infgllible Judge. “The lot caufeth 
contentions to ceafe, and parteth between the mighty.” Why ? 
Becaufe both parties having fubmitted their caufe to a fupreme 
ind impartial Judge, and he having judged infallibly right, 
they ought to be entirely fatisfied with his judgment, and fa- 
credly abide by it. When Saul and Jonathan caft lots ina 
very ferious and important cafe, they made an explicit appeal 
to God in the character of a righteous Judge. ‘ Saul faid un- 
to the Lord God of [frael, Give a perfeéd lot.” Accordingly 
God was pleafed to give a juft and decilive judgment upon the 
folemn caufe referred to him, by an aét of devotion. And the 
apottles confidered a lottery in the fame light, and conduéted it 
in the fame folemn manner. ‘They defired God to determine, 
whether Jofeph, or Matthias, fhould be the fucceflor of Judas in 
the apoftlefhip ; and the manner in which they committed this 
weighty matter to the divine decifion was perfectly proper. 
They prayed, and faid, “ Thou Lord, who knoweft the hearts 
of all men, fhew whether of thefe two thou haft chofen. Then 
they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias.” 
Both thefe inftances fhow, that cafting lots is an immediate ap- 
peal to God in the character of a righteous Judge. It is an 
implicit or explicit calling upon God, to go out of the courfe 
of his common providence, and, by fome {pecial interpofition, 
determine the caufe referred to his decifion. 

It now remains to inquire, whether this prattice be right at 
the prefent day. It is readily granted, that God did allow 
men to caft lots under the Old Teftament ; but the queftion is, 
whether he,{till allows us to adopt this mode of decifion under 
the gofpel. In order to determine this cafe of confcience, the 
following things ought to be duly confidered. 

1. We enjoy fufficient means of knowing our duty, without 
any fpecial interpofition of Providence to difcover it. The 
Mofaic difpenfation was attended with great obfcurity ; 
and thofe who lived in the time of it were deftitute of many 
advantayes of knowing their duty, which we enjoy. For this 
reafon, God vouchfafed to inftru& them in a more immediate 
manner, by dreams, vifions, Urim and Thummim, and the 
calting of lots. But all thefe methods of inftruction, except 
the lalt, every one knows have long fince ceafed ; and why not 
the laft? We have no more need of difcovering our duty at 
this day, by lot, than by Urim and Thummim, or by dreams 
and vifions. The apoftle exprefsly tells us, that the Bible is 
a complete rule of faith and praétice. All fcripture is given 
by infpiration of God, and is profitable for doétrine, fer re- 
proof, for correction, for inffru@ion in righteoufne/s : that the man 


of God may be perfeé, thoroughly furnilhed unto-a// good 
works,” 
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works.” Ifthe Bible then points out the whole of our duty, 
we have no need in any cafe to calt lots, in order to determine 
our conduct. And if we have no occafion of appealing to 
God, for his fpecial dire&tion, what reafon have we to imagine, 
that our appeals will meet his approbation ? 

2. We have no right to calt lots at this day, becaufe we 
have no divine direction nor permiflion to do it. Under the 
legal difpenfation, God frequently directed particular perfons 
to decide certain cafes by lot. He ordered the land of Canaan 
to be divided by lot among the twelve tribes of Ifrael. “ And 
the Lord fpake unto Mofes, faying, the land fhall be divided 
by lot : according to the lot, fhall the poffeflion thereof be di- 
vided, between many and few.”’ It was alfo by lot, that the 
daily courfes of the priefts were determined, and many other 
matters re{pecting the temple worfhip. But in thefe, and all 
other cafes, in which good men calt lots, they acted by divine 
direction, which they received either by a divine command, or 
a divine impulfe. There is not the leaft ground to fuppofe, 
that any true Ifraelites ever caft lots, unlefs they were divinely 
commanded, or divinely infpired, to take that method to dil- 
cover the divine will. For, if they might have lawfully caft 
lots whenever they pleafed, there is no doubt but they would 
have done it much oftener, than we have any account of in 
their hiftory. It was a fhort, eafy, and infallible way of de- 
ciding the moft important and the mott difficult caufes ; and 
fuch they would have been very defirous of referring to God, 
if they had been left to their own choice. But this was not 
the cafe. They had no right to appeal to God for the decifion 
ef any caufe whatever, without his exprefs and particular di- 
rection. And nothing fhort of the fame authority can juftify 
us in cafting lots at the prefent day. But who will pretend, 
that God has commanded or infpired any to caft lots, fince the 
canon of fcripture was completed? The days of infpiration are 
paft, and God has ceafed to govern his people by a fpecial 
providence. We have no right even to afk God for permiflion 
to caft lots, and much lefs to doit, without his permiflion. 

3. To caft lots is really tempting God, and practically fay- 
ing, that he /ball determine fuch and fuch cates as we refer to 
him, by a fpecial providence, which we know he does not mean 
to exercife under the gofpel difpenfation. ‘This is acting in the 
fame prefumptuous manner, in which Satan would have had 
Chrift acted. He urged our Saviour to caft himfelf down from the 
pinnacle of the temple, and to confide in God for his fpecial 
and immediate protection ; but Chrift told him this would be 
an act of prefumption or tempting God, becaufe he had given 
him no ground to expect his immediate interpofition in his fa- 


vour in fuch a cafe. There is precifely the fame prefumption 
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in cafting lots at this day; becaufe it is calling upon God te 
go out of the courfe of his common providence, and aét as a 
judge, which we have no more right to expect, than any othér 
miracle. This may be illuftrated by the praétice of the Chrif- 
tian church in the ninth century. They made ufe of various 
modes of appealing to God, to difcover the innocence or guilt 
of accufed perfons. One way was, to tie the right foot and 
left hand of the accufed perfon together, and im that pofture 
eait him into the water. If he funk, he was acquitted as inno- 
cent; but if he floated upon the furface, he was condemned 
as guilty. Another mode of trial was the fire ordeal. 
They placed a number of red hot plough-fhares in a row, ata 
certain diitance from each other, and ordered the accufed per- 
fon to walk upon them bare-foot. If he did this, without re- 
ceiving any harm, he was acquitted as innocent; otherwife he 


‘was condemned as guilty. Thefe modes of deciding criminal 


caufes have long fince been difcarded as abfurd and impious. 
But it is eafy to fee, that they were exaétly of the fame nature 
as of cafting lots, or appealing to God in character of 
judge; which ought to be equally exploded, as a vain and 
fruitlefs, as well as criminal practice. Since God will not be 
tempted to go out of the courfe of his common providence to 
determine cafes of equity, there is no fafety in deciding any 
matter by lot, at the prefent day. Of this, there appears to be 
an univerfal conviction. "Where can a man be found who be- 
lieves, that it is fafe for a people to choofe either their teachers, 
or rulers, by lot? Who, that has a juft and important caufe 
pending in acourt of jnftice, would be willing to have it ta- 
ken out of the hands of wife and upright Judges, and decided 
by lot? But if it be not fafe to determine fuch weighty and in- 


‘terefting cafes by lot, as were thus determined under the Old 


Teftament ; how fhall we know what cafes we may fafely de- 
termine in this way, at this day ? If we may not fafely appeal 


| to God in cafes of life and death, and in cafes where the intereft 


and profperity of a whole nation lie at ftake ; how does it ap- 
pear that we may fafely appeal to God in fmaller matters? 
Suppofing A and B fhould claim the whole of a certain piece 
of land lying between them, and they fhould caft lots to deter- 
mine to whom it belongs, and the lot fhould fall in favour of 
A. Would this afford any certain evidence to the parties, or 
to the world, that B had no right to the land? There is the 
fame folly and prefumption in men’s catting lots at this day, 
as there would be in their negleéting to plough and fow, and 
leaving it to God whether they fhould have a crop. 

But to evade the force of thefe arguments, fome may fay, that 
it does not appear, that good men under the legal difpenfation 


always waited for divine direGion, before they caft lots. We 
de 
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do not read, for inftance, that God directed Saul to caf lots to 
difcover who had difobeyed his orders. It is true, we have no 
account of his being divinely direéted to take that mode of dif- 
covery. But there is good reafon to fuppofe, that he was cither 
commanded, or infpired, to caft lots in fuch an interefting cafe. 
God had frequently infpired him before, which is a prefumptive 
evidence, that he caufed him to act under a divine impulfe on 
an occafion which required fuch a fpecial divine influence. 
Befides, we can hardly fuppofe, that he would have prefumed 
to pray for a perfe@ lot, or that God would have heard his 
prayer, unlefs the lot had been caft according to his exprefs di- 
reftion. But even fuppofing, that Saul neglected to feek divine 
permiffion, it only proves that 4e acted prefumptuoufly, and that 
God treated him better than he deferved, or had any reafon to 
expect. 

It may be further faid, that the mariners, who were with Jo- 
nah in the ftorm, caft lots without any permiffion from the true 
God ; and yet he caufed the lot to fall upon the proper perfon. 
To this it is eafy to reply, that though the God of Ifrael was 
under no obligation to give a perfec lot, yet he had a right te 
do it. He acted asa Sovereign, and governed the lot as well 
as the winds and the waves, to punifh Jonah, and to pre- 
ferve Nineveh. All, therefore, that can fairly be inferred from 
the condué of God in this inftance is, that though men have no 
right to caft lots without his exprefs permiflion; yet 4e has a 
right to order the event fo, as beft to promote his own glory. 

But fome may {till urge, that there is no force imany of the 
arguments which have been offered againft lotteries, becaufe 
they do not apply to the prefent pradtice of cafting lots. We 
grant, fay they, that good men under the Old Teftament never 
did caft lots without the permiffion of God, nor without ap- 
pealing to his /pecial providence to give a perfect lot. And we 

rther grant, that we have no right to caft lots in the fame 
manner they did, nor to expect the fame infallible decifion. 
But we have a right to caft lots, and refer the event to the di- 
reétion of the common providence of God, in which we ought al- 
ways to confide. 

Thofe who reafon in this manner, are defired to confider fe- 
rioufly the following obfervations. 

t. That God does not mean to determine what is right, or 
what is wrong, in the courfe of his common providence. This, 
Solomon faw, and reprefented ina ftriking light. “ I returned 
and faw under the fun, that the race is not to the fwift, nor 
the battle to the ftrong, neither yet bread to the wife, nor yet 
riches to men of underftanding, 
fkill; but time and chance happen to them all.” And he 
alfo obferved, that, in the common difpenfations of his provi- 

dence¢, 


nor yet favour to the men of 








































~* 





~ i ene! a, ee 


~ oa 
—- ty 


v 
rere 


pa Oe tue 
gt aS AOE! em” 


~ AP 





2 TNE, a A re at RE ays +: 


we 
oben 


Se 


~ 


>> vs Rag eS ue 
hae 





Le Oe in A te 


) 
| 


308 On Casting Lots. 


dence, God paid no more regard to the moral charaders, than te 
the natural abilities and outward circumftances of mankind. 
“ All things come alike to all: there is one event to the right- 
eous and to the wicked ; to the good and to the clean, and to 
the unclean ; to him that facrificeth, and to him that facrificeth 
not ; as is the good, fo is the finner ; and he that {weareth, as 
he that feareth an oath.” It is too plain from thefe paflages to 
need any further proof, that God does not mean, in the courfe 
of his common providence, to diftinguifh the righteous from the 
wicked, nor to determine the jultice or injuftice of their con- 
duct, in any of their concerns, or difputes with each other. 
And if this be true, they certainly have no right to put any cafe 
out of their own hands, and refer it to his common provi- 
dence. ‘To caft lots, therefore, in order to refer any matter to 
the decifion of common providence, is both folly and prefump- 
tion. 

2. It is to be confidered, that God requires men to deters 
mine their duty, in all cafes, by the exercife of thofe rational 
and moral powers, which he has given them for that very pur- 
pofe. Since God has made us wifer than the beafts of the 
field, he forbids us to be like the horfe or the mule without un- 
derftanding. Since the infpiration ef the Almighty has en- 
dowed us with natural and moral difcernment, he commands 
us to fhow ourfelves men, and judge righteous judgment. Up- 
on this ground our Saviour requires us, even of ourfelves, to 
judge what is right. And wherefore, fays the apoftle, be ye 
not unwife, but underftanding what the will of the Lord is. 
Thefe prohibitions and injunctions are clothed with divine au- 
thority, and lay all men under the higheft obligation to judge 
for themfelves what is right, and to aé accordingly. But 
whenever they caft lots, they neglect to ufe their intelleétual 
faculties, and voluntarily put it out of their power to judge 
‘yighteous judgment. For there is no cafe that can be decided 
by lot, but what might be decided by reafon. Sothat there is 
no fuppofable cafe in which men can caft lots, without violating 
the plain dictates of both reafon and fcripture. 

3. It is ftill further to be confidered, that men have no right 
to truft Providence, without doing their duty. So long as they 
do their duty, it becomes them to leave the event to God, and 
cheerfully fubmit to his difpofing providence. This fentis 
ment Joab inculcated upon the minds of his foldiers, with great 
propriety, juft as they were going into hattle againft their ene, 
mies. ‘ Be of good courage, and let us play the man for our 
people ; and for the cities of our. God:\and the Lord do that 
which feemeth him good.” It was in their power to fight 
courageoufly, but not to command fuccefs. In the difcharge 
ef their duty, they had a right to truft providence for the ev — 
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and they were fucceeded in their bold and benevolent exer. 
tions. While men exert their beft abilities to difcover their du- 
ty, or to decide their difputes, or to promote the public good, 
they may fafely leave all confequences toGod. But when they 
calt lets, they bury their talents, neglect their duty, and refer 
that to God, which belongs to them todo. This is not érufling, 
but tempting providence. Suppofing the Treafurer of the State 
fhould be fufpeéted of embezzling the public money, and the 
General Court fhould appoint two of their number, who were 
expert in figures, and well furniflied with proper documents, to 
look into the matter and determine whether there were any jult 
ground of complaint. Would that committee have a right, 
without exhibiting their documents, or examining the Treafur- 
er’s books, to caft lots, and refer it to the decifion of providence, 
whether the Treafurer had been delinquent or not ? Common 
fenfe fays, that cafting lets in fuch a caie, would not be truft- 
ing providence, but tempting God. And fince this holds true 
in every fpecies of lottery, it is always both unwife and criminal 
to caft lots. 

Now, if the foregoing obfervations have fully eftablifhed the 
point, that there is an intrinfic evil in cafling lots, then we may 
fairly conclude, that no good ends propofed can ever juttify 
the practice. There are many modes of conduét, which are in 
their own nature indifferent, and which become either right or 
wrong according to exilting circumftances ; but whatever has 
an intrinfic evil in it can never become right. It is always wrong 
to do evil, that good may come. Could it be demontftrated, 
that lotteries in all cafes have a natural tendency to promote 
both public and private good, this would not take away their 
intrinfic evil, and render them innocent and laudable. But it 
cai hardly be doubted, whether it is not their natural and gen- 
eral tendency, to corrupt the morals, difturb the peace, and in- 


jure the interefts of every human fociety. A late writer, who 


has fpent much time and pains in inveftigating the fources of 
moral corruption in the city of London, affures us, that lotteries 
have been one of the principal caufes of fpreading vice and 
mifery in that great metropolis. And this reprefentation is 
confirmed by general obfervation and experience. But not- 
withftanding all this, we find that politicians, moralifts, and di- 
vines, will maintain, that lotteries may fometimes ferve very 
ufeful and important purpofes, and in fuch cafes, they may be 
permitted by civil authority, and countenanced by all claffes 
of people. A few years ago, the aflociate Prefbytery of Penn- 
fylvania publicly condemned lotteries, and agreed to debar 
from their Chriitian communion fuch as fhould be concerned in 
them ; yet they allowed, that cafting lots is a divine ordinance, 
and may be prattifed in a ferious manner, for the fake of an- 
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{wering ferions and important purpofes. But, if cafting lots 
be not a divine ordinance under the gofpel, and cannot be prac- 
tifed without tempting Divine Providence, then it ought to be 
totally condemned and difcarded, both by private individuals 
and public bodies. No confiderations can make it right te 
tempt God, and commit a moral evil. Allowing that lotteries 
may, in fome inftances, repair the loffes of the unfortunate, fup- 
ply the wants of the poor, and promote the great interefts of 
learning and religion ; yet thefe benevolent ends will not fanc- 
tify unlawful means. A legiflature would as really tempt 
providence, by granting a lottery for the purpofe of building a 
houfe for the public worfhip of God, as by granting a lottery 
for the purpofe of building a theatre for the purpofe of publie 
amufement. As it would be wrong for a people to caft lots, 
in order to determine whether they fhould build a meeting- 
ing-houfe or not, or in order to determine the place upon which 
to erect it ; fo it would be equally wrong to make a lottery for 
the purpofe of raifing money to finifh it. In a word, fince 
there is an inherent moral evil in lotteries, it is certain to a de- 
monttration, that it never can be right to employ them to pro- 
mote either the temporal or eternal good of mankind. 

Secondly, It may be fairly inferred from the principle which 
has been eftablifhed, that no confiderations can juftify the prac- 
tice of Duelling. This mode of fettling controverfies partakes 
of the nature of a lottery, and derives its origin from it. ‘The 
practice was approved in the fame dark ages, in which other 
methods were employed to refer important criminal caufes to 
the immediate decifion of God. Moftheim fays, “ The trial by 
Duel, or fingle combat, was introdiced by a king of the Burs 

undians ; that the fuccefsful combatant was fuppofed to be in 
the right ; and that this barbarous teft of truth and juftice was, 
in f{pite of humanity and common fenfe, adopted by the Lom- 
bards, French and Germans, and derived from them to other 
nations.” ‘Though the modes and forms of duelling may have 
varied, from time to time, yet the explicit or implicit defign of 
it has always been the fame. Each combatant profeffles to re- 
ly more upon the jultice of his caufe, than upon his own ftrength 
and dexterity, for fuccefs ; which is a praétical appeal to God, 
in the chara¢ter of a juft and impartiai judge. But this is an 
awful ac& of prefumption ; and while the combatants are con- 
tending with each other, they are, at thie very fame time, con- 
tending with their Maker, and mutt fooner or later anfwer it to 
him, who will not be mocked. 

Thirdly, In the light of this fubject we may clearly difcover 
the criminal nature of all Games of Chance. Thefe are effen- 
tially different from thofe amufements, which are mere trials of 
Acill, and which may, at proper times and for proper purpofes, 
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Be innocently and even ufefully practifed. But all Games of 
Chance partake of the nature of a lottery, and carry in them 
an implicit appeal to God, which is a profane trifling with the 
Supreme Difpofer of all events. In cards and dice, and in ev- 
ery Game of Chance, there is always a lottery, which gives an 
advantage to one, and takes an advantage from another, fo 
that fuccefs does not entirely depend upon any human art or 
fagacity. ‘Thofe, therefore, who join in games of this kind, 
whether they realize it or not, do actually tempt God, and pro- 
voke him to fend them a curfe, inftead of a blefling. There 
are feafons and circumftances, in which good men may find it 
neceflary to relax their minds by innocent diverfions; but no 
one, who means to do every thing heartily as unto the Lord, 
and not unto men, can confiftently countenance cards, or dice, 
or any Games of Chance, either as a party, or a willing f{pecta- 
tor. Thefe are finful amufements, which ought to be univer- 
fally condemned and laid afide. 

On the whole, it is devoutly to be wifhed, that all charaéters 
and defcriptions of men would ferioufly attend to the criminal 
nature and deftruttive tendency of cafting Lots, and unite their 
voices and exertions in putting a final fop to this dreadful 
fource of impiety, immorality, poverty and deftruction. Thou- 
fands and thoufands have been ruimted in their perfonal peace, 
domettic comfort, tempcral intereft and eternal happinefs, by 
this fafhionable mode of tempting God. Let all, to whom it 
belongs, ufe every proper method to fupprefs lotteries of every 
kind. It nearly concerns parents and guardians, public and 
private teachers, informing and executive officers, and, above 
all, the makers of our laws, to exert their authority and influ- 
ence in abolifhing this great and growing evil, and in {natching 
multitudes of amiable and promiling youths from the gulf of 
ruin. PHILONOUS. 
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Kook not thou on the liquor when it /parkles, when it giveth ite 
colour in the cup, when it.moveth itfelf aright : at the laff it biteth 
like a ferpent, and flingeth like an adder. SOLOMON, 


6 tyeexs is no prevailing evil that in fuch a degree de- 
bauches the morals, poifons the happinefs and-threate 
ens to deftroy the liberties, of the people of this country, as the 
exceflive and increafing ufe of ardent {fpirits. The extreme 
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danger te the public, as well as the ruin to individuals and te 
their families, refulting from this peftilent fource, ought to be 


‘made the fubje& of frequent animadverfion. In vain have the 


fages of this country formed republican inftitutions, in vain has 
the blood of its patriots and heroes been fhed, and in vain may 
we boaft (indeed not long can we boaft) of civil freedom, if the 
fatal practice of ufing ardent fpirits as a common and daily 
beverage fhould continue and increafe. The duties on fpirits 
and on wines imported to this country, amount to more than 
fix millions of dollars a year—a fum more than fuflicient to 


give a con{tant fupport to good fchools for all the children of 


the country between the ages of feven and fourteen. You will 
obferve that merely the duties on liquors imported to the Uni- 
ted States amount yearly to the aforefaid fum, exceeding fix 
millions of dollars; and how enormous then muft be the whole 
retail coft of thefe liquors !—A large proportion of them, it is 


‘granted, is exported from hence to other countries ; but 


meanwhile vaft quantities of various kinds of ardent {pirits are 
diftilled at home; and this kind of manufacture rapidly in- 
creafes every year. There were according to the returns for 
the year 1800, more than twenty thoufand Sti/s in this country, 
and their number fince has probably increafed to ten thoufand 
more. Our land, exceeding in one refpect, the goodly land of 
old, that flowed with milk and honey, flows with all the necef- 
faries of life, but moft abundantly with rum, gin, brandy and 
whifky ; and thofe ftreams are eagerly abforbed by its intatua- 
ted and ever thirfty inhabitants, who “ fpend their money for 
that which is not bread, and their labour for that which {fatisf- 
eth not.” The fums which in this country are yearly lavifhed 
in the purchafe and unnecefary ufe of ardent {pirits, are of alton- 
ifhing magnitude: they probably exceed the taxes for the fup- 
port of all our governments, added to:a fum fufficient to fupport 
a decent fchool in every confiderable village throughout the 
union. 

The immenfe wafte of property is, however, the leaft part 
of the evil: an exceflive ‘ufe of ardent fpirits becoming gene- 
ral, is an inlet to almoft every evil that can infeft and debafe 
fociety.—It weakens and poifons the body, and impairs the ine 
tellect, curdles the temper and corrupts the whole mind; it 
makes churlifh as well as filly hufbands, unnatural fathers, re- 
bellious fons, idle and feditious citizens: it degrades man, in 
fome refpects below the bealts that perifh, but which never per- 
ifh in the ignominious manner that many human creatures 
do—by intoxication. 
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QUESTIONS ANSWERED. 


UESTION. “ Suppofe a perfon defires admiffion into a 
church, and they all, from A to Y, are fatisfied, but Z can 


get no evidence that the proponent has ever feen the plague of his own 
heart: What foall Z do? 
[See p. 278, Que. 5. 


Answer. Z has a right, no doubt, and it is even his duty, 
faithfully to examine the proponent, ingenuoufly to exprefs his 
apprehenfions refpecting his ftate, and in a Chriltian manner 
to ufe his endeavours to convince, both the proponent and the 
brethren, of what he apprehends to be the truth of the cafe. 
But if, after all, the reft of the brethren are fatisfied, tender as 
certainly they ought to be in refpect to the feelings of Z, they 
have an unqueltionable right to admit the proponent; and Z, 
though on the queftion of admiflion he vote in the negative, 
muft quietly acquiefce in their act, and treat the newly re- 
ceived member with all the Chriftian faithfulnefs and tender- 


nefs of a brother. SILVANUS. 


Question. “ Suppofe a perfon defires to commune occafionally 
with a church, and they are all willing to admit him to fuch communion, 
but one member, who is diffatisfied with him on account uj fome immo- 


rality: What courfe of condud ought to be purfued in fuch a cafe ? 
[Page 278, Que. 6. 


Answer. If Z can adduce competent witnefles to prove 
the ‘‘immorality,” of which A is fuppofed to be guilty, the 
Chriftian law is open ; and a courfe muft be adopted and pur- 
fued, agreeably to the direction in the xviiith of Matthew. If 
the cafe be not brought to a favourable iflue, in the private 
fteps, it mult be told to the church, of which A is a member. 

But, perhaps, this regular Chriftian courfe has been omitted, 
until the queftion, refpecting A’s communion, have come before 


the church. If fo, and the queftion come, not at acommunion ~ 


feafon, but at a regular church meeting, Z may propoie a 
poftponement of it, informing the church, that he has a par- 
ticular reafon for his propofal; and the church may, in- ordi- 


nary cafes, with great propriety, concur. If the church con- 
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cur in a poftponement of the cafe, the way of duty is clear ; 
and if not, it is equally clear, Z mult act the faithful and 
Chriftian part. He muft go and tell A his fault between 
themfelves atone ; and afterwards proceed, as the cafe may re- 
quire, according to the gofpel rule. Butif it be at communion 
feafon, whether the queition come in regular form before the 
church, or A only offer himielf on the ground of a general 
invitation; Z has nothing to do, but filently and devoutly to 
commune with his Lord, and his brethren. For this is neither 
the time nor the place to tell either A, or the church, of his 
fault. 

If the * immorality,” in queftion, be known only to Z, and 
therefore not capable of competent proof, whether it be ata 
communion feaion, or at a regular church meeting, that the 
quettion of A’s occafional communion comes forward, Z can 
do no more than give a /j/ent negative vote. For in no cafe 
whatever is a Chriltian brother to divulge an immorality, or 
fault of another, of which he has no proot. 

“ But,” aiks the tender, confcientious brother, “ muft I fit 
down at the table of my Lord with a perfon, whom I know to 
be guilty of grofs wickednefs? If he is to fit down, ought I 
not rather to withdraw?” By no means. If you have previ- 
oufly done your duty with refpect to the guilty perfon, your 
conicience is acquitted ; and he who fearches the heart knows, 
that, though you fit with that perfon at the holy fupper, you 
have no communion with him in his wickednefs. Your con- 
{cience is not defiled, and your communion with your Lord 
fhould not be interrupted. If you have neglected your duty, 


with refpeé to this perfon, it behoves you to humble yourlelf 


deeply before God, and, refolving in the itrength of his grace, 
that wherein you have been faulty, you will be fo no more, 
penitently to apply to the blood of the crofs for pardon and 
for cleanling. But even in this cafe, as well as in the former, 
you would undoubtedly do wrong, were you to withdraw. 
Will you refufe to commune with your Lord and his people, 
becaufe an unworthy perfon is prefent ? Or will you withdraw, 
and wound him afreth in the houfe of his friends, becaufe you 
have neglected a duty? 


SILVANUS. 
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For tHe Massacuusettrs M. Macazine. 
REMARKS ON ROMANS VI. 3, 4. 


Know ye not, that fo many of us as were baptized into Fefus Chrift, 
quere baptized into his death ? Therefore we are buried with him 
by bapti/m into death; that, like as Chrift was raifed up from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even fo we alfo foould walk in 


newne/s of life. 
hp order toa right underftanding of the gofpel way of falva- 


tion, clear and correét ideas of the nature of that union, 
which beltevers have with Chrift, is of primary importance. 

In the preceding chapters of this epiltle to the Romans, the 
apoitle had been treating, at large, on the dodtrine of condem- 
nation by the law, and juftification by the gofpel. Having 
fhown that all mankind, both Jews and Gentiles, are by nature 
finners, under the curfe of God’s righteous law, and liable to 
everlafting indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguifh ; he 
proceeded to the momentous concluilion, that none of ‘mankind, 
either Jew or Gentile, can ever be jultified and faved by the 
deeds of the law, but only by the ith of Chrift. This doc- 
trine eftablifhed, the apoftle gives a moft animated defcription 
of the privileges and bleffings, accruing to believers in virtue, 
or in confequence, of their gracious jultification. 

But to this important and glorious doétrine of juftification, 
by the faith of Chrift, without the deeds of the law, our apoitle 
thought it proper to anticipate an objection: What shall we fay 
then? Shall we continue in fin that grace may abound? God forbid. 
How fhall we, that are dead to fin, live any longer therein? The 
objection feems to fuppofe, that, if we be jultified, not by the 
deeds of ‘the law, but freely by divine grace, through Jefus 
Chrift ;° then, the more we fin, the greater will be the manifef- 
tation of grace ; and therefore it may be well, and we have ree 
ally encouragement, to continue in fin. This objection is ree 
pelled in the moft folemn and decifive manner. Gop Forsip! 
How fhall we, that are dead to fin, live any longer therein? In 
order to our being jultificd by grace, we mult become dead to 
fin; and if we be dead to fin, how can we live any longer 
therein? Or what foundation can there be for the objeétion ? 
This fummary anfwer to the objection, the apoltle proceeds 
more fully to explain and illuftrate. Kwow ye not, THaT 
SO MANY OF US AS WERE BAPTIZED INTO Jesus Curist, 
WERE BAPTIZED INTO HiS DEATH? THEREFORE WE ARE BU- 
RIED WITH HIM BY BAPTISM INTO DEATH} THAT, LIKE AG 
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CHRIST WAS RAISED UP FROM THE DEAD, BY THE GLORY OF 
THE FATHER, EVEN SO WE ALSO SHOULD WALK IN NEWNESS 
OF LIFE. 

My intention is to give a diftinét and connected explication of 
the feveral parts of this interefting paflage, and conclude with 
fome inferences and remarks. 

Know ye not, that fo many of us as were baptized into Fefus 
Chrift, were baptized into his death ? Upon this part of the text 
two queftions arife. What is it to be baptized into Jefus Chrilt? 
and, What is it to be baptized into his death ? 

Baptifm is either internal or external ; fpiritual or fymbol- 
ical. By internal baptifm, we mean the baptifm of the Holy 
Ghoft ; or the influences of the Holy Gholt, renovating the 
heart. J, indeed, have baptized you with water, {aid John the Bap- 
tift to the multitudes who reforted to him ; but ue /hall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghof. For by ont spirit, fays the apoftle to 
the Gorinthians, For by one spirit are we all baptized into one 
body, whether we be Fews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free.* 
By external, or fymbolical baptifm, we mean that facred rite, 
appointed to be obferved in the Chriftian church, by which 
internal baptifm, or the renovating influences of the Holy 
Spirit are fymbolically reprefented. 

When a perfon becomes a fubjec& of the renovating influ- 


_ ences of the Holy Spirit, he then becomes a fubject of fpiritual 
» . baptifm, or is {piritually baptized. This is what is meant when 


it is faid in prophetic language: Then will J sprinkve clean wa- 
ter upon you, and ye foall be clean; from all your filthine/s and from 
all your idols will I cleanfe you. A new heart alfo will I give you, 
and a new fpirit will I put within you ; and I will take away the 


flony heart out of your flefo, and I will give you an heart of flcfa. 


So foall he spRinKLE many nations.§ ‘The fame alfo is imported 
by the apoftalic language: Not by works of righteoufne/s which 
we have done, but according to his mercy he faved us, by the wafbing 
of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghoft, which he fhed on us 
abundantly through Fefus Chrift our Saviour.—Eled, according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, through fandification of the Spirit, 
unto obedience and SPRINKLING OF THE BLOOD OF Jesus CuRIsT.@ 
The perion, who is thus fpiritually baptized, is baptized into 
Chrift. For by the renovating influences of the Spirit, he is 
brought to a cordial acceptance of the gofpel, and to the exer- 
cife of that faith, by which he becomes fo united to Chrift, 
as to be in Chrift, and Chrift in him ; and it is in this way on- 
ly that any of mankind are brought into Chrift, or into a fav- 
ing union with him and his kingdom. Accordingly the anes 
e 


*Marki. 8. 1 Cor. xii. 13. § Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26. Isa. lii. 15. 
4 Titus iii. 5,6. 1 Peter 1. 2. 
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tle fays; Jf any man be in Chrifl, he is a mew creature. For in 
Chrift Fefus, neither circumcifion availeth any thing, nor uncircumcifion, 
but a new creature.* 

To be baptized inro Curist, then, is to baptized, or brought 
by the renovating influences of the Spirit of grace, into a {pivit- 
ual and faving union with Chrift and his kingdom. That this 
is the fenfe of the apoftle is evident from the immediate con- 
nexion. 
~ In anfwer to the objection, againft the dottrine of juttifica- 
tion by faith, as if it encouraged a continuance in fin, the 
apoltle fays, How /hall we, that are dead to fin, live any longer there- 
in? ‘Then he immediately adds the words before us: Know ye 
not, that fo many of us, as were baptized into Chrift, were baptized in- 
to his death ? In thus reminding his Chriftian brethren of their 
having been baptized into Chrif, his manifeft defign was to con- 
firm what he had immediately before intimated, that they were 
dead to fin, It is only by the renovating influences of the™$pi- 
rit, that any become dead to fin; and it is by the fame gracious 
influences, only, that they are baptized into Chrilt. This is 
clearly the {pirit of the apoftle’s argument. How j/hall we that 
are dead to fin live any longer therein ? For know +e not, that fo many 
of us, as were baptized into Chrift, were baptized into his death ? 

But what, then, are we to underftand by being baptized into 
Curist’s peatH? ‘J'e be baptized into Chrift’s death may 
mean, either to be baptized into.a participation of the benefits 
of his death, or into a /ikene/s, or conformity, to his death. 

It was by his death that Chrift completed the atonement for 
fin; that atonement, which is the foundation of all the bleflings 
of the gofpel. dnd for this caufe he is the Mediator of the New 
Tcfament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the tranfgre/- 


fors that were under the firft teflament, they which are called might 


receive the promife of eternal life.§ As it was by his death that 
Chrift completed the atonement, and procured for his people all 
the benefits of eternal redemption ; fo thofe, who are baptized in- 
to Chrift, are in fuch a fenfe baptized into his death, as to have all 
the benefits of his death fecured to them. 

They are, alfo, baptized into a sikene/s or conformity to his 
death. J have a bapti/m, faid Chrift, to be baptized with; and how 
am I ftraitened, till it be accomplifhed. This he faid with evident 
reference to his fufferings, arid particularly his fufferings upon 
the crofs. His fufferings unto death, which he endured for 
finners, he calls a baptifm; and by that baptifm, he finif/bed 
tranfgreffion, and made an end of fin, or condemned fin in the flefo.** 
So by their fpiritual baptifm, or by the renovating influences “od 

the 


* 2 Cor, v.17. Gal. vi. 15. 
§ Heb. ix. 15. q Luke xii. 50. ** Dan. ix. 24. Rom. vill. 3, 
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the Holy Ghoft, the power of fin in his people is abolithed. 
Their old man ts crucified with him, that the body of fin might be de- 


frroyed, that henceforth they foould not ferve fin. Thus, as in the 


baptifm of his fufferings Chrift died for fin, fo in the baptifm 
of the Spirit his people become dead to fin; and thus are they 
planted together 1% THE LIKENESS OF HIS DEATH ; OF, as it is elfe- 
where expreffed by the apoltle, are made to know him, and the 
power of bis refurreftion, and the fellowsfoip of his fufferings, BEING 
MADE CONFORMABLE UNTO HIS DEATH.* 

Whether being baptized into Chrift’s death be underftood 
to mean, being baptized ito a participation of the benefits of 
his death, or imto a likenefs or conformity to it, it amounts to 
the fame thing. For one principal benefit procured by Chrift’s 
death for his people, and that, indeed, which virtually includes 
all others, ts the death, or deftruction, in them of fin, that they 
may live unto God. 

© be baptized NTO THE DEATH OF CuristT, then, is to be 
baptized by the renovating influences of the Spirit of grace in- 
to a participation of the benefits of his death, or into a con- 
formity to it; either of which imports, becoming dead to fin, 
and being made alive unto righteoufnefs. All who are baptiz- 
ed into Chrilt, are baptized mto his death; for none are unit- 
ed to Chrift, who have not become dead to fin. Hence the 
argument of the apoitle ts clear. How /ball we that are dead to 


fin, live any longer therein? And that we are dead to fin, if in- 


deed we be the fubjects of a gracious juftification, is not to be 
difputed. For know ye not, that fo _ of us as were baptized into 
Chrift, were baptized NTO HIS DEATH? But the apoftle proceeds’: 

Thi erefore we are buried with him by baptifm inio death. 

This member of the text, letit be obferved, is an inference, 
or conclufion, from the preceding members; and, as fuch, 
is introduced by the particle, therefore. Therefore we are buried 
with him by baptifm into death. The argument is this. If it be 
fo, that, having been baptized into Chrilt, we have been baptiz- 
ed into his death ; then we conclude, that by the fame bapti/m, 
awe are buried with him into death, or as it is in Coloflians, are due 
ried with him. 

When Chrift died for fin, he was duried. His burial 
conftituted, in reality, no part of his fufferings, and there- 
fore no part of the atonement. Conneétively, however, 
it was an important circumitance.. It was important, in 
order to make clear the certainty of his death, and of his refur- 
rection. Had he not been buried, and lain fome time in the 
fepulchre, there might have been room for a doubt, whether 
he did really die, and rife from the dead. It might have been 
fuppofed, that he was only apparently dead, and afterwards re- 


vived, 
* Phil. ni. 10. 
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vived, as the cafe has been with others, who have been capital- 
ly executed. But in order, at once, to lay a iure foundation tor 
x faith of his people, and carry conviction to the minds of 
his enemies, it was of high importance that this matter thould 
be placed beyond all doubt. Hence his burial, and contin- 
vance till the third day in the tomb. By this, ancient prophecy 
refpecting him was tulfilled ; and it was made evident and cer- 
tain, that he really died, and really rofe from the dead. 

As the burial of Chrilt was thus neceflary, to etlablifh the 
certainty of his death and refurrection ; fo fomething analogous 
to this, 1s evidently important, as it refpects his people, to eitab- 
lith a degree of certainty, that they have really become dead to 
fin, that they might live unto righteouinefs. Jf only for a mo- 
ment, Or a ihort teaion, they ihould be dead to fin, and then 
fhould be alive to it as before, and continue in it; there could 
be no iatisfactory evidence, either to themfelves or to others, 
that they reaily had died to fin, and been made alive in Chimit. 
There could be no fatisfatory evidence, that their fuppoied 
death to tin, and quickening to righteouineds, were not aliogeth- 
er adelufion. In order to make it certain, theretore, or to give 
fatisfactory evidence, that they really have died to fin and been 
made alive in Chrilt ; it is neceflary, not only that their o/d man 

Should be crucified with Chrift, and thus the body of fin put off tor a 
feafon ; but alio, that it thould de buried with him, and confign- 
ed, as it were, to the tomb of perpetual filence and death. 

Accordingly the apolile, in the words now before us, gives 
afflurance, that with refpeét to believers, this is, and ever will 


be, in a greater or lefs degree, the cafe. Therefore, we are buried 


with him, by baptifm, into death. If we have really been baptized 
into Chriit, and into his death, and thus have become dead to 
fin; then, in re{pect to our old man, or the body of fin, we are 
alio, by the fame baptifm, by the fame gracious influences, bu- 
ried with him into death: that is, into the certainty and perpe- 
tuity of death. We are io buried, that we cannot, as betore, 
live in fin. And hence the objection to the doétrine of jultifi- 
cation by grace, as if it gave encouragement to continue in fin, 
is altogether groundlefs and abfurd. For it is further to be 


obierved, that we are thus by baptifm, or by the influences of 


the Spirit graciouily ihed down upon us, buried with Chriit into 
death; ruat, dike as Chrift was raifed up from the dead by the glory 
of the ’ Father, even fo we alfo foould walk in newne/s of life. It is 
important that we fhould be and continue to be thus buried 


with Chrift into death, in order that we may be quickened in 


him, and perfevere in a life of new obedience. It is by the 
fame baptiim, the fame gracious influences, by which our old 
man is crucified and buried, that we are quickened to jpiritual 


life, 
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life, and made to put on the new man, which, after God, is created 
in righteou/ne/s and true holinefs. ; 

Of all the gracious operations now defcribed are we certainly 
the fubjects, if we be really the fubjects of a gracious juttifica- 
tion, through faith in Jefus Chrift. For, to exhibit the whole. 
m one connected view: If we have beefi really baptized into 
Chrifi, we have been baptized into his death; and, if we have 
been baptized into his death, then we are buried with him, by the 
fame gracious bapti/m, into death; that like as he was raifed 


from the dead by the glory of the Father, even fo we alfo foould walk 


in newne/s of life. For, adds the apoltle, if we have been planted 
together in the likene/s of his death, we fball be alfo in the likenefs of 
his refurredtion. 1, in conformity to his death, by which he fin- 
ifhed tranfgreflion, and made an end of fin, we have alfo be- 
come dead to fin; then, in conformity to his refurreétion, in 
which he rofe to a new and glorious life, we certainly are, and 
fhall continue to be quickened to a life of holinefs, and new 
obedience, which fhall iffue in celeftial immortality and glory. 
For our old man is crucified with him, that the body of fin might be 
deftroyed, that henceforth we fhould not ferve fin. 

In this connected view of this interefting paflage, it is hoped 
that the meaning of each part of itis plain. This reafoning of 
the apoltle, at the fame time that it fhows the fallacy and abfur- 
dity of the noted objection to the doétrine of juitification by 
free grace, which it was intended to obviate; prefents alfo, ina 
moft animating and glorious light, the lively union between 
Chrift and his people, and the rich and immortal benefits accru- 
ing to them from him. The fame train of rich fentiment is 
exhibited by the fame apoftle, in the fecond chapter of his epif- 
tle to the Coloffians; which the attentive reader will perufe 
and compare at his leifure. 


INFERENCES AND REMARKS. 


1. The caufe and the certainty of the final perfeverance of 
the faints, are clearly difcernibie. 

‘The whole of the apoftle’s argument, in the paflage now be- 
fore us, evidently proceeds on the aflumption, that where God 
has begun a good work, he will perform it until the day of Fefus 
Chrift. He affures us, that if we have been baptized into Chrift, 
we have been baptized into his death. If we have really been wath- 
ed with the wa/bing of regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy 
Ghoft, then we are brought into fuch an union with Chrift, that 
all the benefits and bleflings, purchafed by his death, are cer- 
tainly fecured to us. Hence, as one of the bleflings thus pur- 
chafed, and that which combines and crowns the whole, is the 
Holy Spirit, in his quickening and fanctifying influences, “ 
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‘dwell in us, and to abide with us forever ;* fo thefe gracious in- 
fluences are, from time to time, in fuch meafure imparted, as to 
mortify and deftroy the body of fin, and maintain and advance 
the divine life in the foul. 

It is particularly obfervable, that the apoftle does not fay, we 
were buried, or we have been buried ; but, we ARE buried, with 
Chrift by baptifm into death. He {peaks of it as a certainty, 
that, if we have really been baptized into Chrift, if we have 
really been renewed by the Holy Spirit, then we are now 
buried with him, by the fame baptiim, by the fame gracious 
influences, into death. On this point the whole force of his 
argument depends. For.if it could, at any time, be faid, with 
re{pect to any believer, that he is not now, in a greater or lefs 
degree, thus buried with Chrift by baptifm, the apoiltle’s argu- 
ment muft fail; and there would have been no propriety in 
his adding, with fo much affurance, that if we have been planted 
together in the likene/s of his death, we fhall be alfo in the likenc/s of 
his refurredtion ; that our old man is crucified with him, that the body 
of fin might be deflroyed, THAT HENCEFORTH WE SHOULD NOT SERVE 
SIN. 

But if it be fo, that believers anE, and WILL EVER CONTINUE 
To Bk, thus buried with Chrift by baptifm into death, that like as 
Chrift was raifed up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even fo 
they alfo fooyld walk in newne/s of life ; then their perfeverance 
in holinefs unto immortality and glory is certain. ‘They may 
have feafons, indeed, of great {piritual darknefs, languor, and 
declenfion ; but their feed remaineth in them; and the Spirit of 
grace, which is given unto them to abide with them forever, 
will revive their languifhing graces, will keep them from finally 
falling away, will build them up, and make them meet for the 
inheritance of the faints in light. 

2. Thofe only, who are fubjeéts of the wafhing of regenera- 
tion, and of the renewing of the Holy Gholt, are juftified and 
faved, by grace in Chrilt Jefus. 

The apoltle feems to fuppofe, that fome might take encour- 
agement, from the do¢trine of jultification by free grace, to con- 
tinue in fin; to remain impenitent ; and yet hope for falvation. 
Hence he ftates the queftion, Shall we continue in fin, that grace 
may abound? Fis reply to this queftion cannot be too ferioufly 
confidered. It proceeds on this fure ground, that all who are 
juftified by grace, through Chrift’s redemption, have become 
dead to fin ; have been baptized by one Spirit into Chrift, and 
into his death ; and, therefore, are buried with him, by this 
gracious baptifm, into the perpetuity of death to fin, that they 
may walk in newnefs of life. Thus, at one ftroke, he cuts off 
No. 8. Vol. II. Qa oe wil 
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all hope of falvation, by Chrift, without being born of the 
Spirit. 

i Have all thofe, who are in a flate of juitification, been 
really born of God, and baptized by the Spirit of grace into 
Chriit and his death? And ‘are all, who have been thus bap- 
tized, buried with Chrift, by the fame baptifm, into death, that 
they may walk in newnefs of life ? Then, have not all, who are 
con{cious to themfelves, that they are not thus buried, and 
have no fpiritual life, the greateft reafon to tremble for their 
ftate? The reader will be entreated to let the fubject come 
home to his own breaft ; and to give diligent heed to the apof- 
tolic exhortation; Examine yourfelves, whether ye be in the faith: 
prove your own eve, Know ye not your own felves how that Fe- 


Jus Chrift is in you, except ye be reprobates ?* 


Chriftians have ftrong inducements to watchfulnefs, and 
fidelity in the Chriftian courfe. If it be the cafe, that all who 
are really in Chrift, are buried with him by baptifm into death, 
that they may walkin newnefs of life ; then Chriftians can en- 
joy the comforts of a lively hope, only when they feel in fome 
good degree {piritually alive. At feafons when their fpiritual 
life declines, they mutt be more or lefs interrupted with doubts 
and fears, and their Chriftian confolation muft be low. But 
this is not all; it is not, indeed, the moft perfuafive confidera- 
tion. Chriitians have all been baptized into Chrift and his 
death, their whole debt is forgiven them for Chrilt’s fake; the 
Comforter, the Holy Ghoft, is fent down to dwell in them, and 
to abide with them forever ; and they have the fure promife of 
an immortal inheritance in the celeftial kingdom of holinefs 
and glory. And what other confiderations can you want, 
Chriitians; to awaken all the ingenuous feelings of your hearts, 
and to prompt you to the molt facred and perfevering vigi- 
lance and faithfulnefs? Will you not work out your own falva- 
tion with fear and trembling, while God is working in you, both to 
will and to do of his good “Pea fure 25 ? 

5. It can fcarcely be needful to arg that there is nothing 
in the pailage before us, or its kindred paffage in the fecond of 
Coloffians, which in the flighteft degree indicates any particular 
mode otf external baptifm. Under the notion of baptifm, the 
apoitle is here reafoning on that gracious work of the Holy 
Spirit, of which external baptifm is only an emblem; and of 
which all true believers, whether externally baptized or not, 
are the happy fubjeéts. In the courfe of this*reafoning, he 
brings into view the crucifixion, the death, the burial, and the 
refurreétion of Chritt ; ; to each of which there is fome analogy, 

or 


* 9 Cor. xii. 5. 
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or reference, in what is wrought upon the foul, by the Holy 
Spirit, in this gracious work. And furely we might as well 
conclude, that external baptifm fhould be admimiitered in a 
mode, reprefenting the crucifixion and death of Chrift, as ina 
mode, reprefenting his burial. His burial, indeed, was the 
leaft important circumitance of the whole; and not to men- 
tion, that there is no analogy between laying Chrift into a {e- 

ulchre hewn out of a rock, and immerfing a perion in water, 
it is to be particularly obferved, as noticed before, that the apof- 
tle does not fay, we were buried with Chrift, at the time we re- 
ceived outward baptifm. He ufes the preient tenfe. Therefore 
we ARE buried with him, by baptifn, intro peatH. And upon 
this point, namely, the abfolute certainty thaf all true believers 
are, at all times, thus buried with Chriit, the whole force of the 
apoftle’s argument, as was before obferved, depends. So ma- 
ny of us as have been baptized into Chrift, by the gracious in- 
fluences of his Spirit, have been baptized into his death; and if 
we have been baptized into his death, then, according to the 
apoftle’s argument, it is a matter of certainty, that we are now, 
and fhall ever continue to be, buried with him, by the fame 
gracious baptifm, into death; and therefore cannot continue 
in fin. By one Spirit are we “all baptized into one body, whether 
we be Fews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free. 

The outward rite of baptifm is undoubtedly defigned fym- 
bolically to reprefent, not the crucifixion, nor the death, nor 
the burial, nor the refurrection of Chrift; but that wafhing of 
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghoft, without which 
we can have no part in the fpecial benefits of his redemption. 
And although, under this gracious work, our old man is cru- 
eified and buried with Chrilt, and we rife with him to walk in 
newneis of life; yet the influences of the Spirit, by which this 
work is wrought, are uniformly in the feriptures reprefented, 
as coming down like rain, being fhed forth, poured, or 
fprinkled. 

To conclude ; let Chriftians rejoice, with the moft devout 
gratitude, in contemplation of their prefent union to Chrift, 
the certainty of its perpetual continuance, the rich bleflings re- 
fulting from it in time, and the: glorious immortality with 
which it will be crowned in eternity. Amd let unbelievers re- 
member, that unlefs they become thus vitally united to Chrift, 
they muft inevitably fink down, under the curfe of the divine 


‘law, into everlafting defpair and wo. 
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324 On the Doétrine of Means. 


For the Massachusetts Missionary Magazine. 


ON THE DOCTRINE OF MEANS. 
A Scrap. 


HEN Mofes lifted up the ferpent in the wildernefs, as 
a remedy for thofe who were bitten by the fiery flyin 

ferpents, he doubtlefs fent meflengers, at lealt we may fuppofe 
that he did, into all the camp* of Ifrael, to proclaim, or to 
preach, the good tidings. But what could be the object of their 
miffion and preaching? Precifely this, no doubt ; to perfuade 
the people, when bitten, to look to the brazen ferpent for life. 
How much foever the people might attend upon thofe meffen- 
gers, hearing the arguments and motives, by which they were 
prefled to a compliance; how deeply foever they might be 
@onvinced of their danger, and affected with their fituation ; 
ftill, as long as they refuted, or neglected to look as required, to 
the ferpent of brafs, they were in no degree better, but continu- 
ally growing worfe. It is thus in refpe& to finners under the 
goipel. They ought certainly to attend to the means ‘of grace, 
as the Ifraelites did to the gracious meflengers, fent tothem by 
Mofes. But how much foever they attend to thefe means; 
how much foever affected they be under them; ftill, as long as 
they refufe, or negle& to repent, and believe on the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, there is nothing done of any availment to their falvation. 
But by a continued refiftance of the means ufed, and rejection 
of the grace offered, their hearts are hardened, and their guilt 
is augmented. And as well might the Ifraelites have hoped to 
be cured, merely becaufe they attended upon the meflengers, 
and heard them declare the way, in which a cure might be ob- 
tained, though they refufed to look as directed ; as finners, un- 
der the gofpel, can hope to be faved, becaufe they attend upon 
the means of grace, while yet they refufe to repent, and look to 


Chrilt, as the gofpel requires. 
, gk? > SILVANUS. 


~ ANECDOTE. 





‘THE CAVILLER REPROVED. 


A CERTAIN, man went to a Dervife, and propofed 
three queftions :—Firft,,Why do they fay that God is 
omniprefent? I do not fee him in any place ; fhew me where 
he 
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he is. 2dly, Why is nian punifhed for crimes, fince whatever he 
does proceeds from God? Mam has no free-will, for he cannot 
do any thing contrary to the will of God; and if he had pow- 
er, he would do every thing for his own good.—-3dly, How 
can God punilh Satan in hell-fire, fince he is formed of that 
element ? and what impreffion can fire make on iticlf? 


The Dervife took up a large clod of earth, and ftruck him on 
the head with it. The man went to the Cadi, and faid, “I 
propofed three queitions to fuch a Dervife, who flung fuch a clod 
of earth at me, as has made my head ache.” The Cadi hav- 
ing fent for the Dervife, afked, “« Why did you throw a clod of 
earth at his head, inftead of anfwering his queftions?” The 
Dervife replied, “ The clod of earth was an anfwer to his fpeech ; 
he fays, he has a pain in his head; let him fhew me where it 
is, and I will make God vifible to him :—And why does he 
exhibit a complaint to you againft me? whatever I did was thé 
act of God ; I did not trike him without the will of God; and 
what power do I pofiefs ?-And as he is compounded of earth, 
how can he ule ain from that element ?’——The man was 


confounded, and the Cadi highly pleafed with the Dervife’s 








anfwer. 
7 ;. dhol 
POETRY. iii 
aR 
LINES ) 
Addrefed to a Perfon who employed bimpif overy Sunday in read- 
ing News-Papers. 


O ! throw away that ill tim’d page, 
Nor facred hours abufe; 
Religion fhould thy thoughts engage, 

And not fuch grov’ling news, - 


dt 


. _ Will not fix days fuffice to fill 


Thy fenfual, worldly mind ? 
Mutt thou employ thy Sabbaths fill, 
Such vagrant blifs to find? 
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Haft thou no work to do for God 
On this his facred day 2c) 

Why idly rove thy thoughts abroad, 
When thou fhould q | ooh and pray ? 






Canft thou Devotion’s a af 
While pleas’d with Folly’s 

Will earth’s low fcenes thy foul prepare 
For Heaven’s eternal joys? 


Hafte! wipe away the finful duft 
That on thy Bible lies! 

And O! regard it as a truft, 
And as a treafure prize, 


% Behold the law, on Sinai given, 
And feel thy defp’rate guilt ! 
Believe in Chrift, the Gift of Heav’n, 
His blood, on Calv’ry fpilt ! 


Read thy own fentence, Thou fhalt die,’’ eS. 
And wilt thou trifle more ? 

Behold the Judge, thy foul to try, 
Now ftandeth at the door. 





Wilt thou be judg’d in this thy flate, 
») And by thy practice too? ~ 
“Reafo will foon pronounce thy fate, 
And Scripture prove it true. 
is) 
To God ree facred days, 
He fix’d their bleft employ : 


Wo to the man that fpurns his grace, 
And doth his works deftroy ! 






* 7 His agonizing foul will feel 
| . For life and mercies patt ; 
When dread eternity fhall feal 
Woes that will ever lait! W. S, 
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end 


WINTER NIGHT. 


HAIL Winter! fullen monarch! dark with clouds; 
Thron’d on bleak waites, and fierce and cold with ftorms; 
Welcome thy blatting cold and treaiur’d fnow ! 

Thy raving, rending winds do but compofe 

My foul; and midit thy gloom, my heart 

Smiles like the opening ipring. Thy long drear nights, 
Winter, | hail. The cold receding fun 

I love to foliow to the cloudy weft, 

And fee thy twilight deepen into gloom 

Of thickelt darknefs. Round my cheermg fire, 
How I enjoy the gliltening eye, and fmile, 

And burning cheek, and prattle innocent, 

Of my dear little ones; and when ¢hey fink 

With heavy eyes mto the arms of fleep, 

Peaceful, and {miling ftill, and breathing foft ; 

How pleafant glide the hours in converie pure 
With her whom firit | lov’d ; who long has crown’d 
My joys, and footh'd me with Bi gentle voice, 
Under a load of forrows ; who has felt 

The power of truth divine ; and from whofe lips 

1 catch the peace and love of Saints in Heaven. 
Vain world! We envy not your joys. We hear 
Your rattling chariot wheels, and weep for you; 

We weep that fouls immortal can find joy 

In forcing laughter, diflipating thought, 

In the loofe ftage, the frifking dance, the pomp, 
And forms and ornaments of polifh’d life, 

In heartlefs hypocritic fhow of love, 

In giddy nonienfe, in contempt of truth, 

Which elevates the foul, and {wells the heart 

With hope of holy blifs. We mourn your wafte 
Of mind, of ftrength, of wealth. Think, thoughtlefs world, 
How many fatherlefs and widows pine 

In want ; how many fhiver in the ftorm. 

Over a dying flame, how many cower 

In fome poor hovel, prefling to their breafts 

Their little ones, to fave them from the cold. 

Oh think, what aching hearts ye might relieve ! 
What brooding forrows ye might cheer! What tears 
Of friendlefs, naked, moaning poverty 
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Ye might wipe off with lenient fympathy. 

Oh winter, I can bear thy howling ftorms. 

Rife but a few more funs, and all thy blafts 

Will foften. Yon watte fields will {mile in green ; 

The branches {well with infant buds; the groves 

Refound with nature’s melody. But man, 

My kin, lies defolate. A wintry blaft 

Has chill’d his heart, frozen the circling blood 

Of fympathy, and blighted the fweet fruits 

Of love. How bleak and wafte! In vain the Sun 

Of Righteoufnefs fheds bright and healing beams. 

In vain does He, who died on Calvary, 

Extend his hands, bleeding with wounds of love. 

Man ftill is cold and wintry; ftill is hard, 

And melts not into mercy.—This vain world 

Is colder than the northern fkies. But Faits 

Looks o’er the icy mountains, looks beyond 

The wintry clouds, and fees unfading bloom 

Of paradife, fees peaceful ftreams of joy, 

And warm effulgence of the God of Love. 

And hark! a gentle yoice now calls, * “ Arife, 

And come away. The winter’s paft and gone, 

The flowers appear ; the birds with tranfport hail 

The fpring. , The turtle’s plaintive voice is heard; 

The fig-tree bends with figs. The fragrant vine 

Prefents the tender grape. Arife, and fee 

Millennial happinefs, the reign of peace and love.” 
. 


S 


* Canticles ii. 10. 
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